
Jimmy Carter 

Dreamer Statesman Humanitarian



Jimmy Carter was born on October 1st, 1924 in Plains, 
Georgia. No one knew at that time that he would one day  
become the 39th President of the United States. 



When he was 4 years old Jimmy and his family moved into this farmhouse in 
Archery, a small community two miles outside of Plains. The house was heated 
by fireplaces and a wood stove and did not have running water or electricity 
until 1938 when Jimmy was 14 years old. The Carter family lived in this house for 
21 years until moving back to Plains in 1949.



When Jimmy wasn’t in school, he was expected to do chores around the farm. 
He helped care for the farm animals , worked  in the garden and fields, and 
helped out in the family’s store. His favorite farm animal was his pet pony, Lady.



When he was not doing farm chores he liked to read, fish, fly kites, and ride his 
pony. His bedroom, was the place where he could be alone and keep his 
treasures including books, arrowheads, school trophies, and his prized 
possession, a model ship sent to him by his Uncle Tom Gordy, who was in the 
Navy. This  sparked his own dream of joining the Navy and traveling the world.



Family was very important to Jimmy. His father, 
Mr. Earl, was a wise businessman and a leader in 
his community. He taught Jimmy the importance 
of hard work and responsibility.   He had three 
siblings, two sisters, Gloria and Ruth, and a 
younger brother Billy.



Jimmy’s mother, Lillian Carter, was a nurse. She was 
respected in the community for being kind and fair. She set 
an example for her children by having the courage to  show 
compassion for all people no matter where they lived, or 
the color of their skin. Jimmy Carter’s ideas about human 
rights were formed during his childhood while watching his 
mother care for others.



Another  very special lady  in  Jimmy’s life was Rachel Clark, an African American tenant farmer 
who lived and worked on the Carter farm. Jimmy loved to spend time with Rachel and her 
husband Jack, listening to stories, learning how to do farm chores, and going fishing ! Even as a 
young boy, Jimmy knew that Rachel Clark was a very wise lady and made sure that he listened 
and learned when he spent time with her. 



Jimmy Carter was a very good student. After he finished high school, he went 
to college and then to the United States Naval Academy.  After he graduated 
from the Naval Academy, he married Rosalynn Smith. They have four 
children; three boys and one girl. 



After serving in the Navy for many years on a submarine, Jimmy Carter and his family 
returned home after his father died to run the family farming business. When he was not 
working in the business, he served as a  leader in many organizations around his 
community and state.  He was a natural leader and became a Georgia State Senator in 
1962 and was elected Governor of Georgia in 1970.



On November 2, 1976, Jimmy Carter was elected 39th President of the United States of 
America. As president, he worked hard to save the environment, provide quality 
education for all students, and to promote human rights and peace for people 
throughout the world. 



Since leaving office, President Carter has continued to work  for Peace, Human Rights, and 
Quality of Life for people all over the world.  In 2002,he won a Nobel Peace Prize  for his 
humanitarian work.  



Thank you 
President Carter 

for helping us 
learn to help 

others !


